
Current Trends in 

Pragmatics Research: Theory 

and Practice

Nana Aba Appiah Amfo, PhD



Overview

• Scope of Pragmatics as a linguistics sub-discipline

• ‘Formal’ pragmatics

– from Austin, Searle, Grice, Levinson to Sperber & Wilson

• ‘Social’ pragmatics

– multilingualism, language in education, language and 
religion, gender, health, politics and development

• Concluding remarks



Voltaire
When a diplomat 

says yes, he means 
‘perhaps’;

When he says 
perhaps, he means 

‘no’;
When he says no, he 

is not a diplomat. 



Pragmatics

• Language use in (social) context

• The contribution of context to 
meaning construction 
(interpretation)

• Knowledge and belief of the speaker

• Relationship between speaker and 
addressee



Semantics vs. Pragmatics

• Specific meaning of 
language

•What people saySemantics

• Social cues that accompany 
language

•How they say it, how 
others interpret it

Pragmatics



IPrA

• IPrA

the science of language 
use, in its widest 

interdisciplinary sense 
as a functional (i.e. 

cognitive, social, and 
cultural) perspective on 

language and 
communication



‘Formal’ 
Pragmatics

Austin, Searle & Speech act 
theory

Grice and conversational 
implications

Sperber & Wilson & 
Relevance Theory

Levinson and Generalized 
Conversational Implicatures



Demonstratives



Information Structure



Pragmatic/Discourse markers



‘Social’ Pragmatics

• Multilingualism 

• Language in education

• Language and religion 

• Language and gender

• Language and health 

• Language and politics

• Language and development 



Multilingualism (1/4)

Language/Status Ghana Nigeria

Number 81 526

Living 81 519

Extinct - 7

Indigenous - 509

Non-indigenous - 10

Institutional 13 19

Developing 46 78

Vigorous 15 348

In trouble 7 30

Dying - 44



Multilingualism (2/4)



Multilingualism (3/4)

• Language 
contact

• Language 
use 

• Language 
change



Multilingualism (4/4)



Language in 
Education



Language and Religion



Language and Gender (1/2)



Language and Gender (2/2)



Language and Health (1/3)



Language and Health (2/3)



Language and Health (3/3)



Language and Politics

Aduradola & 
Ojukwu (2013)

• Campaign 
communication

Ofori (2016)

• Insults

Agyekum (2017)

• Apology



Language and 
Politics



Language and development



In Conclusion… (1/3)

Interdisciplinary studies

Rigorous scientific work

Empirical work – foundation for theorizing



In Conclusion… (2/3)



In Conclusion… (3/3)


